
English Sunday School: July 12, 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Week #5: Duties of Christians… to others1 Peter 2:11­3:12 
 
How does the new way of life (1 Peter 1:13‐25) relate to the 
principle of respect (1 Peter 2:13‐3:12)? 
A. Our new way of life in Christ 

  
  
B. Respect 
*How should we behave toward surrounding unbelieving culture (2:11–12)? 
Negative: 
 
 
 
 
Positive: 
 
 
 
 
Basis: 
 
 
 
 
 
Purpose: 
 
 
 
 

  
1) Citizens: How to behave toward the state, in light of one’s simultaneous 
loyalty to God (2:13–17) 

  
  
  
  
  

Outline:Outline: 
1. Opening (1:1–2) 
   2. Called to Salvation as Exiles (1:3–2:10) 
         1. Praise for salvation (1:3–12) 
         2. The future inheritance as an incentive to holiness (1:13–21) 
         3. Living as the new people of God (1:22–2:10) 
   3. Living as Aliens to Bring Glory to God in a Hostile World (2:11–4:11) 

 
2) Slaves: How should servants’ relate to their masters (2:18–20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) How should wives relate to husbands (3:1–6) and husbands to wives (3:7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4) Christian’s Relationship toward fellow believers (3:8–12) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. Suffering as a Christian calling (2:21–25) 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11   PP ETER ETER 2:112:11 -- 3:123:12   
Duties of Christians, especially to others [ 2:11–3:12 ]. In the back-and-
forth rhythm of this letter, Peter next returns to a list of commands (the 
familiar paraenesis of NT epistles). These commands chiefly state how we 
must relate to others, as follows: how to behave toward the surrounding 
unbelieving culture (2:11–12); how to behave toward the state, in light of 
one’s simultaneous loyalty to God (2:13–17); servants’ submission to 
masters (2:18–20), with an addendum on suffering as a Christian calling 
(2:21–25); relations of wives toward husbands (3:1–6) and husbands toward 
wives (3:7); relations toward fellow believers (3:8–12). 
 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of 
the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the 
Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they 
may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 
Submission to Authority 
13 Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, [1] whether 
it be to the emperor [2] as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to 
punish those who do evil and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is 
the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not using 
your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants [3] of God. 17 
Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
 
18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the 
good and gentle but also to the unjust. 19 For this is a gracious thing, 
when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20 
For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? 
But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious 
thing in the sight of God. 21 For to this you have been called, because 
Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might 
follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in 
his mouth. 23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 
judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 

Wives and Husbands 
3:1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some 
do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of 
their wives, 2 when they see your respectful and pure conduct. 3 Do not 
let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of 
gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the 
hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and 
quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. 5 For this is how the 
holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting 
to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord. 
And you are her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is 
frightening. 
 
7 Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, 
showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs 
with you [4] of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered. 
 
Suffering for Righteousness' Sake 
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a 
tender heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or reviling 
for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you 
may obtain a blessing. 10 For 
 
“Whoever desires to love life 
and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil 
and his lips from speaking deceit; 
11 let him turn away from evil and do good; 
let him seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
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12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to 
test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice 
insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad 
when his glory is revealed. 


